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Term 4! I can’t quite believe that I’m typing this. It feels like months that we were all together in the same room and I 

just can’t wait until the 8th March. I know you may have mixed feelings about your child returning to school but 

please be assured that we will, as always, do all that we can to keep them safe. There has been an incredible 

amount of learning taking place in your homes and for this, I’m so grateful! Your support and communication with 

me, whilst we have been apart, has been invaluable and because of this, I feel that I have a very good 

understanding of each child. Prior to lockdown, your children were extremely settled in their daily routines and felt 

confident in their environments. I have no doubt that it may take some children a few more days to settle 

completely, compared to others. Mrs Cheetham and I are ready to support each child, as they make their return 

back to school with us. 

I would encourage anyone who has any questions regarding your child’s learning, to please contact me via email 

nursery@barnehurstfederation.co.uk or by leaving a message at the school office - 01322 334214 

We look forward to working alongside you and your child to ensure that this term is a successful one ~ Mrs Maw 

 

Topic:                               

This term we will be working alongside Oxford University, as 

well as a handful of local settings to deliver a curriculum, 
focusing on rich language. NELI-N stands for – Nuffield Early 

Language Intervention – Nursery. 

Nursery lesson inputs will continue to have a whole 

curriculum focus but a strong emphasis will be put on 

Speech, language and communication skills. These skills 

are crucial to young children’s overall development. Being 

able to speak clearly and process speech sounds, to 

understand others, to express ideas and interact with 

others are fundamental building blocks for a child’s 

development. Research suggests that good 

communication, language and literacy at a young age 

have the highest correlation with outcomes at school. 

Speech and language skills underpin many other areas of 

children’s development by: 

• providing a strong foundation for other areas of 

learning, such as reading and writing and enabling 

access to the whole curriculum 

• supporting communication skills 

• promoting social skills and forming friendships 

• building confidence and self-esteem 

• supporting emotional and behavioural 

development 

• helping children to make sense of the world 

around them. 

We will be sending out a weekly parent newsletter via 

email to all parents, explaining what learning has taken 

place in class that week.  

 

Phonics:           

During this term, we will be starting to teach Phase 2 

phonics to the children who are ready to access it. 

This will be done in a fun and informal manner. We will 

have a sound of the week as well as a sound table, to 

enhance your child’s learning. This also means that 

your child might come home speaking about new 

sounds, maybe wanting to show you how to write 

them, speaking about things that might start with their 

new sound that they have learnt etc. Please feel free 

to come and ask any questions you may have 

regarding this.  

 

Forest School: 

As a school, as children transition back after school 

closing, we are going to be focusing on reconnections 

and settling back into routines within the classroom. 

For the time being, forest school will not be happening 

across the school. Hopefully this will change soon. As 

always, we will keep you updated.       
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